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CONNECTIONS From the Pastor...
 Being connected to one another as individuals and congregations is one of the                 
characteristics of Presbyterianism.  We are a connected body of believers in a number of different 
ways.  We are connected through our church government on the presbyterial, synodical and general 
assembly levels.  We are connected through our colleges and seminaries.  We are also connected 
through the various camps, conferences and conventions designed to unite us as people of God.

 Earlier this month I attended the meeting of the Synod of Great Rivers of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church as a commissioner from Arkansas Presbytery.  I was honored to be elected 
moderator of the synod for the next two years.  As I looked at the gathering of people from the three 
presbyteries that comprise the synod, Arkansas, Missouri and West Tennessee, I saw many people 
with whom I’ve been connected for many years.  

 There was the Rev. Jim Hamblin from Millington, Tennessee.  Jim and I met as teenagers in 
1979 at the Cumberland Presbyterian Youth Conference (CPYC).  There was the Rev. Dr. Anne 
Hames from McKenzie, Tennessee who was my children’s mother’s first roommate at Bethel 
College (now University) in 1981.  And there was the Rev. Melissa Goodloe also of McKenzie whom 
I met for the first time at the synod meeting.  

 I mention these people because we are connected by a second generation.  Jim’s daughter, 
Heather, and my daughter, Beth, are both students at Bethel University.  Beth and Heather met at 
CPYC and have been in the Bethel marching band for four years.  Anne, who was educated at 
Bethel, has served as chaplain of the university for over a decade.  She has had interaction with 
Beth and Heather.  Melissa, who serves as pastor of the Shiloh Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
outside McKenzie approached me after the meeting of the synod to tell me that Beth had been to 
her church to lead music and sing when their regular song leader could not attend one Sunday.  
Melissa and I didn’t know each other prior to the meeting, but became fast friends connected by 
Beth. 

 On the 16th of this month, the Presbytery of the Pines of the Presbyterian Church (USA) will 
meet in Jonesville, Louisiana.  The Presbytery of the Pines connects congregations from south 
Arkansas and north Louisiana.  It will be a wonderful meeting of the presbytery as one of our 
congregation’s own, Jaclyn Smith, will be commissioned as a Young Adult Advisor Delegate to this 
year’s PCUSA General Assembly to be held this summer in Portland, Oregon.  Jaclyn has been 
connected in a number of ways in the PCUSA including attending the Presbyterian Youth Triennium 
and being a student at Lyon College in Batesville, Arkansas. 

 As part of our commitment to being a connectional church, I encourage as many of you as 
possible to be present at the next meeting of the Presbytery of the Pines.  Your presence will 
demonstrate your support of Jaclyn and the shared ministries of the presbytery.  You might also see 
some people you’ve known for a long time and make some new, life-long friends.  

 Grace and Peace,

 Patrick       



YOUTH CONFERENCE
WEEK 2

June 11th - 18th

This will be the first year our youth will be 
attending Montreat Youth Conference. 

This summer we have 18 attending the conference.  We are so 
thankful for your prayers and support.  Check out the Wall of        
Envelopes fundraiser located on the bulletin board next to the      

offices.  Contact John Lowery for more information.

“Montreat was a fantastic experience.  I 
enjoyed how we were separated into 

small groups of about 20 to 30 campers.  
This made meeting new people and 

sharing experiences easy.   We had lots 
of time to interact on campus and I 

enjoyed canoeing on Lake Susan.  The 
best part of Montreat was making new 
life-long friends who share and support 

my faith.”  - Luke McCurry

Worship at Anderson Auditorium

Candelight Service around Lake Susan

John Lowery and Luke McCurry at 
Montreat summer of 2015.



CHARLES GRAHAM 
CONCERT 

CHARLES GRAHAM 
CONCERT 

Graham’s ministry in song has taken him all 
over the United States as well as overseas. 

He has ministered in several countries          
including England, Scotland, Wales, Norway, 
Germany, France, Canada, Israel, Africa and 
South America. Graham has ministered at the 

Governor’s Mansion in Atlanta, GA and for 
various Mayors’ Prayer Breakfasts in other 

parts of the country.

Graham was born and raised in southeast 
Arkansas, number five of thirteen brothers 
and sisters. He attended Southwest Baptist 

University and Central Missouri State         
University before graduating in 1984 from the 

Rhema Bible Training Center in              
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.

Graham has recorded six gospel albums, 
including his most recent release, “You 
Amaze Me.” Graham’s music includes       
contemporary tunes along with favorite     

standards. Young and old alike will enjoy the 
variety of songs and style. His concerts are 

lively, fun and heartwarming.

The concert is open to the public and is free.  
There will be a reception in the Fellowship 

Hall following the performance.

This event is sponsored by the Mission and 
Membership Committees.  

Thursday, April 14th 
6:30 pm in the Sanctuary



I'm very excited to share with my church family that I have been selected to be a 
Young Adult Advisory Delegate (YAAD) for the 2016 General Assembly in     
Portland, Oregon. For those of you who don't know, being a YAAD means that I 
get to be a representative of young adults throughout my presbytery. YAADs are 

chosen to sit in on different discussions with the elected delegates to give them an insight into how we 
look at things. While we're not able to vote on anything directly, we are to make sure our voices are heard 
so there's a well rounded vote. I've always wanted to attend a General Assembly just to be able to further 
my understanding of our denomination. I'm very passionate about our faith and love the opportunities I've 
been given to continue on my faith journey within this presbytery. To be chosen, college students submit 
an application to the presbytery to be considered for this opportunity. In the application we had to discuss 
why we wanted to be selected before the nominations went before the presbytery. I discussed what 
exactly my church meant to me and how much I love being a part of the PCUSA. I talked about what my 
church family here meant to me, as well as what it would mean to me to be able to share this experience 
with people at Lyon College. I thank you all for your continued support and encouragement through all of 
my adventures, and I can't wait to bring a bit of El Dorado's perspective to General Assembly. I am        
especially excited to share all that I will have learned with you all when I return.   
Thank you, Jaclyn Smith

FROM OUR GA YAAD REPRESENTATIVE

SESSION NOTES from March Meeting
-Wanda Ragsdale was elected Chairman of the Mission Committee.
-Christian Education:  Elder Worrel stated workbooks for the grief workshop  
 have been ordered.
-Membership:  Minutes were reported.
-Mission:  Report was presented.  Elder Ragsdale reminded everyone of the  
 Charles Graham Concert.
-Property:  Report was presented.  
-Jimmy Bennett was elected as the Commissioner to the Presbytery of the   
 Pines meeting on April 16 in Jonesville, LA.
-A conference call was made to Brenda Holer by the Elders.  This call was to  
 help her move to the next level of candidacy toward ordination in the   
 Presbyterian Church (USA).
-Request to place Session minutes and other church records by archiving   
 them digitally.  After some discussion and concerns, the request was   
 tabled until next meeting.

Next meeting of the Session is Tuesday, April 26th at 5:30 pm.



SUMMER EVENTS FOR 
CHILDREN

Vacation Bible School

June 20-24
Join us for a great adventurous week as we 

ground kids in the rock-solid foundation of God’s 
love, a love that takes us through life’s dark 

times.  VBS is for kids entering Kindergarden 
through the 5th grade.  If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact the church office.  

Day Camp 2016
July 18-22

Ferncliff Day Camp is free to  
children entering Kindergarten 
through the 5th grade.  Limited 

spots are avaliable; please 
contact the office to sign your 
child up for this exciting week.

APRIL CALENDAR
Sunday, April 10th
 11 am - Deacons and Property 
  Committee  
Tuesday, April 12th
 11:30 am - PW Council
 12 pm - PW Circle
 5 pm - Mission Committee
 5:15 pm - CE, Membership and
  Worship Committee
Thursday, April 14th
 6:30 pm - Charles Graham Concert
Saturday, April 16th
 10 am - Presbytery Meeting
  Jonesvillle, Lousiana
Monday, April 18
 5:30 pm - Finance Committee
Sunday, April 25
 HELP FUND SUNDAY
Tuesday, April 26
 5:30 pm - Session

WOMEN’s WEEKLY 
STUDY

New study “Keep 
It Shut” begins 
April 7th.  Books 
are available in 
the Parlor.  No 
pre-reading     
necessary.  All 
women are     
welcome to join 
us at 9:45 am in 
the Parlor.  
Please contact 
the church office 
for more            
information.



Friday, April 1
 Laura Allen
Saturday, April 2
 Cathe Talpas
Monday, April 3
 Michael Eggleston
Tuesday, April 5
 Keaton Eggleston
Saturday, April 9
 Phil Kalcich
Friday, April 15
 Jim Bennett
Sunday, April 17
 Alison Clark
Friday, April 22
 Katy Callaway
Sunday, April 24
 Garland Willis
Tuesday, April 26
 Ka’Marion Kidd
Wednesday, April 27
 Bill Kaldem

Saturday, April 3
 Elise & Kerlin Drake
Thursday, April 8
 Pam & Matt Callaway
Friday, April 9
 Sonya & Bill Archer
Friday, April 16
 Melissa & John McFarland
Monday, April 19
 Tela & Chris Webb
Thursday, April 22
 Karen & Curt Morrill

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Sunday, May 1
 Barbara Scroggs
Tuesday, May 3
 Joe Nixon
Thursday, May 5
 Emon Mahony
Friday, May 6
 Harrison Lewis
Saturday, May 7
 Larry McCurry
Thursday, May 12
 Tyler Compton
 Jaclyn Smith
Saturday, May 14
 Mike Dumas
Tuesday, May 17
 Jessica Carroll
Thursday, May 19
 Edith Solomon
Sunday, May 22
 Jane Jeffery
Saturday, May 28
 Walter Compton
 John Lowery
Monday, May 30
 Jewell Fort

Saturday, May 14
 Laura & Sam Allen
Sunday, May 22
 Robin & Adam Buchanan
Monday, May 23
 Lisa & Jim Bennett
 Sara & Royce Stone
Wednesday, May 25
 Barbara & Ray Scroggs
Monday, May 30
 Betty & Mike Dumas

PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER TIME
The FPC Pray-ers are reaching out to ask all congregation members to pray at the same time 
(7:30 am) each day-for our members, our church, ourselves, and our families.  If you have a 

prayer request and would like to be placed on our list, please contact the church office.



First Presbyterian Church
300 East Main
El Dorado, AR 71730

Phone:  870-863-7144
Website: www.fpceldorado.org
Editor’s Email:  johnwlowery@fpceldorado.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CONNECT WITH FPC

FACEBOOK
Check out our webpage for 

updated information at
www.fpceldorado.org

Instagram
Go “Like” our Facebook 

page for updated           
information. 

https://www.facebook.com/fp-
celdoradoarkansas/

Are you on Instagram?   
If so follow us at
fpceldoradoar for 
pictures of what’s       

happening at FPC.

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
EL DORADO, AR
PERMIT NO. 139


