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The Pastor Nominating Committee’s (PNC’s) Report to the Congregation

September 4, 2016

This report to the Congregation is intended to meet two goals: 1) Provide to the Congregation informa-
tion on our nominee for their informed vote to affirm the Call and Terms of Call of the Reverend David 
Stipp-Bethune to be our next installed pastor, and 2) Provide to the Congregation a brief outline of the 
process by which the PNC discharged its responsibility to search for and nominate this individual for a 
Call to serve as the next installed pastor of the Congregation.

Biographical Information, Insights to the Call Process

Rev. David Stipp-Bethune, currently serving in Havertown, PA., said he was eager to serve a congrega-
tion committed to stepping out in faith to serve God's people, willing to accept the unique challenges 
and possibilities of the 21st century life.  He said what he loved about the ministry is that worship is 
central to each week.  A church's hallmark ought to be good worship centered in God's Word, regular 
celebrations of sacraments and vibrant worship.  David told the PNC that as a second-generation 
Teaching Elder, his soul has been fed by participating in presbytery, synod, and general assembly work.  
In addition to his congregational responsibilities, he said we could expect him to contribute to the life 
and ministry of the church at other levels and ecumenically in the community.  He graduated from Lyon 
College in Batesville, Arkansas with a B.A. in Religion and Philosophy and later from Union Presbyterian 
Seminary in Richmond, VA with a Master of Divinity.  He has been serving his present church since 
2010;  Pastor and Head of Staff at a Presbyterian Church in Des Moines, Iowa; Solo Pastor Spring 
River in Hardy, Arkansas; and Pastor at First in Ord, Nebraska.  David has been serving churches as 
Pastor since 1994.   

His references described him as being loved by his congregation and in Des Moines they hoped he 
would return to them.  From the beginning the PNC worked with one sincere belief in our hearts:  God 
had already selected our next pastor for us - and the discernment process could and WOULD lead us to 
that person.  As we now look back over that process, we clearly sense the hand of God at work in our 
hearts and minds.  Some reasons we say this:

1) Based on our decision to look at candidates whose competencies listed on their Personal Information 
(PIF) forms matched at least five of our competencies listed on our Ministry Information (MIF) form.   
David was the one who matched all our listed competencies.  

2) The PNC began work last year by developing a Ministry Information Form (MIF) so candidates would 
know our church and what we wanted in a Pastor.  We reviewed over 200 PIFs (Pastor Information 
Forms) submitted to us by Presbytery USA.  Each candidate was reviewed by the committee and rated.  
Each week we would eliminate some candidates and retain some candidates.  As we worked through 
each PIF we were all aware that God was leading us to that person he had ordained for First Presbyteri-
an Church in El Dorado, Arkansas.

3)  When we read over David's PIF, one section spoke loudly to our hearts, and we share it with you 
now:



"I am a gifted worship leader--not only in preaching, but orchestrating worship that facilitates 
encounters with God.  I'm committed to theologically grounded Reformed worship that is also 
creative and relevant, having ardor and order.  I cultivate opportunities to create new experiences 
within a traditional framework, often introducing non-traditional themes, images, and actions along-
side familiar ones.  Success/Fulfillment is when worship creates space for us to encounter God, 
where our experience leads to transformation of thought, spirit, and life in response to God's gifts."     

4) When we interviewed him via Skype, we all felt as though we had already met him.  It was com-
fortable talking with David like he was just one of us.  David is married to Desiree and they have two 
young sons, and a young daughter.  Desiree and the children attend the Catholic Church and will 
continue once they are in El Dorado.  From the PNC's determination, she strongly supports her 
husband's ministry.  We believe you will fall in love with her just as the members of the PNC have.   

5) When the Pines Presbytery Committee on Ministry examined David, Ham Singleton told me what 
impressed him the most was his size.  David is six foot seven and therefore we will be forced to look 
up to him.  In looking back at our discernment process, it seems clear that God’s hands were grasp-
ing ours and his, leading us to each other!

PNC Members:  James Baine, Mike Dumas (Chair), Roaslind Jeffery, Mike Landers, Shelley 
Landes, Steven Mason, Maryann Melton, Julie Trimble and Nancy Arn Worrel.
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F  I  S  H    F  R  Y
Wednesday, October 12th @ 6 pm
At the El Dorado Recreationl Complex

Cost: $12 a person
Children 6 & under eat for free

Call the church office to make your reservation

This will also be your opportunity to meet our new Pastor, David 
Stipp-Bethune for the first time.  Please join us for a night of          

fellowship and amazing food cookes by Abes Feed House



September & October Calendar

Sunday, September 18
 9 am Sunday School
 10 am Worship (Edwin Hurley)
 11 am Nominating Committee
Monday, September 19
 5:30 pm Finance Committee
Wednesday, September 21
 5:15 pm Handbells
 6 pm Dinner/Choir
 6:30 – 7 pm Children Activities
 6 pm WNY
Thursday, September 22
 7 am Men’s Bible Study
 10 am Women’s Study
Sunday, September 25
 HELP FUND SUNDAY
 9 am Sunday School
 10 am Worship (Garland Willis)
Tuesday, September 27
 5:30 pm Session
Wednesday, September 28
 5:15 pm Handbells
 6 pm Dinner/Choir
 6:30 – 7 pm Children Activities
 6 pm WNY
Thursday, September 29
 7 am Men’s Bible Study
 10 am Women’s Study
Sunday, October 2
 WORLD COMMUNION
 9 am Sunday School
 10 am Worship
 11 am 1st Sunday Fellowship
Wednesday, October 5
 5:15 pm Handbells
 6 pm Dinner/Choir
 6:30 – 7 pm Children Activities
 6 pm WNY
Thursday, October 6
 7 am Men’s Bible Study
 10 am Women’s Study
Sunday, October 9
 9 am Sunday School
 10 am Worship
 11 am Deacons & Property
 

Tuesday, October 11
 11:30 am PW Council
 12 pm The PW Circle
 5 pm Mission Committee
 5:15 pm CE, Membership & Worship 
  Committees
Wednesday, October 12
 6 pm Fish Fry
Thursday, October 13
 7 am Men’s Bible Study
 10 am Women’s Study
 5:30 pm Worship Committee
Saturday, October 15
 Presbytery Meeting in Hope, AR
Sunday, October 16
 STEWARDSHIP KICK-OFF
9 am Sunday School
 10 am Worship
Monday, October 17
 5:30 pm Finance Committee
Wednesday, October 19
 5:15 pm Handbells
 6 pm Dinner/Choir
 6:30 – 7 pm Children Activities
 6 pm WNY
Thursday, October 20
 7 am Men’s Bible Study
 10 am Women’s Study
Sunday, October 23
9 am Sunday School
 10 am Worship
Tuesday, October 25
 5:30 pm Session
Wednesday, October 26
 5:15 pm Adult Choir
 6 pm Fall Festival
Thursday, October 27
 7 am Men’s Bible Study
 10 am Women’s Study
Sunday, October 30
 HELP FUND SUNDAY
 9 am Sunday School
 10 am Worship



Birthdays & Anniversaries

Saturday, September 3
 Susan Wilson
Tuesday, September 6
 Abigail Callaway
 Thomas Hatley
Thursday, September 8
 Venie Craig
Saturday, September 10
 Esther Byrd
 Jean Nixon
Sunday, September 11
 Bob Ragsdale
Wednesday, September 14
 Marcia Andrews
Friday, September 16
 Bill Archer
 Sally Bennett
 Courtney Kidd
Alice Luther
 Brooklyn Price
Sunday, September 18
 Mary Diana Bradley
Monday, September 19
 McKenzie Paige Eggleston
Tuesday, September 20
 Buddy Worrel
Wednesday, September 21 
 Chris Webb
Thursday, September 22
 Adam Buchanan
 Jean Eckert 
Friday, September 23
 Alice Mahony
Sunday, September 25
 Charlotte Baine
 Jeff Dwight
 Melissa McFarland
Tuesday, September 27
 Tori (Victoria) Lewis
Thursday, September 29
 Barbara Buckalew
Saturday, October 1
 Jade Hack
Sunday, October 2
 David Fort, Jr
Thursday, October 6
 Mac Shepperson
Sunday, October 9
 Roger Landes.

Monday, October 10
 Chris Burch
Wednesday, October 12
 Mike LaRue
 Donald Putman
Thursday, October 13
 Ben Robinson
Friday, October 14
 Emory Jacobs
Saturday, October 15
 Bobby Lacy
Tuesday, October 18
 Pam Callaway
Thursday, October 20
 James Baine
 W.L. Cook
 Samuel Odom
Friday, October 21
 Susan Landers
 George Parker
 Julie Trimble
Sunday, October 23
 Kerlin Drake
Monday, October 24
 Robbie Arher
Tuesday, October 25
 Jan Henderson
Wednesday, October 26
 Andy Rainey
 Aileen Smith
Thursday, October 27
 David Wigfield
Saturday, October 29
 Kay Mahony
Sunday, October 30
 Greg Smith

Sunday, September 25
 Randa & Willis Stevens
Tuesday, September 27
 Joy & Jason Brock
Saturday, October 17
 Sarah & Eric Hatley
Saturday, October 24
 Nancy Arn & Buddy Worrel
 Steve Amspaugh & Jean Eckert
Friday, October 30
 Harry & Tracy Lewis



Thank you letter from Angela Bauer

Dear First Presbyterian Family:

First of all, thank you from my family for the beautiful service and reception honoring my darling Patrick.  
It was perfect – the music, flowers, speakers, just everything.  I thought for sure the angels would lift the 
roof off the church during the hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy!”  My gratitude to each one of you for your hugs and 
support.  Each tear and hug are so appreciated.  I loved the reception because I got so many hugs and 
such delicious food to sustain me.

Secondly, I have to thank you for welcoming Patrick and me into the love of First Presbyterian Church of 
El Dorado, first as participants in Sunday School, Worship and Choir, and then later in the interim Pastor 
role.  Patrick, although an ordained minister, was a man with baggage.  You loved him and allowed him 
to serve you and God and walked beside him.  His call to come back into the ministry after being away 
was very strong.

During the Christmas Eve service (prior to his becoming your interim pastor), sitting in the pew in your 
beautifully decorated candlelit church, I heard Patrick’s call to be your pastor.  God said to me in my heart 
… (it was very loud for a silent message) … “Not just any pulpit, THIS is the pulpit where Patrick 
belongs”.  He had heard the same call that evening and marveled that I had heard it too.  At that point no 
one had even approached him about becoming interim pastor.  We did not think his ordination would 
make him eligible.  It had not crossed our minds.

In the 2.5 years since, our call was confirmed, over and over again.  Missing him was difficult.  Driving 
four hours each week and having very few days off together was hard, but I knew he was where he was 
supposed to be, doing what he was supposed to do.  I told him that I had to come most every Sunday to 
see him “give his 100%”.  It was a joy to share in his gift with you every Sunday.  My job was to support 
the man so he could be his best for you.  I did my best for him and he gave his best to you.

You have accepted me as well. The grace FPC has shown me personally is an amazing gift.  I had not 
been exposed to Presbyterian faith firsthand before.  It is beautiful to be enfolded in such love and 
acceptance.

I know this letter is long but I am compelled to share one more thing.

About two weeks before Patrick’s accident he told me about a bad nightmare he had.  He was hesitant to 
share it with me but I am so glad he did.  The dream went something like this … A very bad man was 
shouting very bad things and had Patrick pinned down in a car.  Patrick yelled back at the man in the 
dream, “I know Jesus Christ!  I am not afraid to die!  How about you?!”  After that the man in the dream 
let Patrick go and walked off down the road.  Of course I know now this was a premonition dream.  I was 
and am encouraged by Patrick’s faith.  Be assured he was not afraid to die because of whom he knows.

Thank you for loving me.  Thank you for loving him.  Thank you for being our family.  I miss you.  Bless 
you as you move on in faith.

Please continue to pray for me and for Patrick’s family.  The grief is great.  That is the price of LOVE, but 
I would do it all again.

Yours in Love and Faith,

Angela Bauer
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Phone:  870-863-7144
Website: www.fpceldorado.org
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W E A V E
Wednesday Evenin Activities inVolving Everyone

New Schedule
6 pm - Dinner (everyone is invited to attend dinner in the Fellowship Hall)

6:30 - 7:30 pm - Children’s Activities

Music
5:15 pm - Handbells
6 pm - Adult Choir

Dinner Menu
October 19 - Build your own TACO

October 26 - Lasagna



Weekly Women’s Study

W N Y 
(Wedensday Night Youth)

6 pm - Dinner at the Youth Building
6:30 pm - Faith Quesitons

Thursdays at 10 am in the Parlor
“Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World”

An invitation for every woman who feels she isn't godly enough...isn't 
loving enough...isn't doing enough. The life of a woman today isn't 
really all that different from that of Mary and Martha in the New Testa-
ment. Like Mary, you long to sit at the Lord's feet...but the daily 
demands of a busy world just won't leave you alone. Like Martha, you 
love Jesus and really want to serve him...yet you struggle with weari-
ness, resentment, and feelings of inadequacy.

Then comes Jesus, right into the midst of your busy Mary/Martha 
life-and he extends the same invitation he issued long ago to the two sisters of Bethany. Tenderly he 
invites you to choose "the better part"-a joyful life of "living-room" intimacy with him that flows natu-
rally into "kitchen service" for him.

How can you make that choice? With her fresh approach to the familiar Bible story and its creative, 
practical strategies, Joanna shows how all of us -Marys and Marthas alike- can draw closer to our 
Lord, deepening our devotion, strengthening our service, and doing both with less stress and greater 
joy.

PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER TIME
@ 7:30 am or pm

Be unceasing in prayer (praying perseveringly).  1 Thessalonians 5:17


