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Greetings from 
Pastor David

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  My great joy to get back to El Dorado might only be met 
in your great anticipation of my FINALLY arriving!  It’s been quite a              
journey—for my family and I and your church family—these past few months!  I 
have both heard of and felt your excitement through your Pastor Nominating 
Committee, from reports about your anxiousness toward getting your next pastor, 
and then persistent wondering about “when”?  Well, the time is coming!  Thanks 
be to God!  

I’m very much looking forward to being with you THIS MONTH, even, for your 
annual fish fry—so come say “Hello” on October 12th!  I’ll be in town to begin 
planning my transition and to meet with the Presbytery of the Pines, but I 
definitely hope to finally be able to greet many of you in person.  

I won’t have my family with me, but you’ll, no-doubt, have heard of them, too.  
My wife Desiree and I have three children—J.R., who’s a 6th grader; Simeon, 
who’s a 5th grader; and Beulah, who’s a 1st grader this year.  Desiree has 
advanced degrees in religious education and oceanography, but has spent the last 
12 years as a full-time mother.  We all got to visit El Dorado together back in 
August, and have been eagerly making plans for when we call El Dorado home!  
Here’s an informal family photo from a year ago, at one of our favorite 
Philadelphia events, “Red Friday,” the day after Thanksgiving on the field at the Phillies’ ballpark!  

You may also know by now that I’ve served congregations in Nebraska, Arkansas, Iowa, and Pennsylvania; that my 
father is a Presbyterian minister, currently serving at First Presbyterian Church in Shreveport, where my sister is also 
an Elder; that I still pull for the Huskers and that the Razorbacks aren’t a bad 2nd when there’s not a NASCAR race.  
That in addition to my congregational service, I’ve enjoyed serving the larger church in various ways, having been 
involved in theological education and the seminary support network for many years, and will continue serving on the 
planning team for the Stewardship Kaleidoscope (an annual, PCUSA-related stewardship conference).  I’m excited 
about becoming invested in the ministry of your congregation and especially your ministry of serving the community.  



It’s somewhat accidental, but kind-of not, that there’s a holiday greeting in our family photo.  By the time you’re 
reading this it won’t quite be Advent, but by the time we arrive the annual holiday shopping and other appeals will be 
in full swing just ahead of Thanksgiving.  By the time I preach my first sermon in your pulpit, it will nearly be Advent!  

So, perhaps this is good timing because Advent is a liturgical word that means, “coming.”  Yes, it references all of our 
annual celebrations around Jesus’ coming into the world; but this year, that anticipation and celebration also brings 
with it the long-awaited promise of a new pastoral relationship beginning as well!  So I’m looking forward to a time of 
celebration and revealing—much as I looked forward to waking up each day and looking in my Advent calendar as a 
child—wondering what surprises await us!  I’m anxious to begin establishing relationships and getting to know you as 
a congregation—and beginning our ministry.  

But I also know that this time of transition for you began in an unwanted fashion a while back, and has had still more 
bumps along the way, most recently the loss not only of a friend in ministry but severing of relationships that came at 
the hands of an unwanted and unexpected death.  It seems right that we would begin together in a new season in which 
God is perhaps best known for putting God’s arms around us in the gift of Jesus, through what becomes Christ’s 
human touch of our human lives, and his ministry among us, his call of us to his work, his love demonstrated not only 
by his witness but in ours!  What a gift for us to affirm again that God’s care of us meets us where we are, anticipates 
our needs, and provides a way to start again.  What a time of joy in which to revel and give thanks and be excited 
together!  

And so it has begun for us and the time is coming when we will see and know each other.  And I couldn’t be more 
excited—like a kid on Christmas morning!  

I have been holding your congregation in prayer and covet your prayers as the transition begins more earnestly—for 
safe travels, a good move, and the joy of Christ’s love and his presence among us!  

I’m looking forward to seeing you in Church!  



OCTOBER CALENDAR
Sunday, October 9
 9 am - Sunday School
 10 am - Worship
 11 am - Deacons & Property Meeting
Tuesday, October 11
 11:30 am - PW Council
 12 pm - The PW Circle
 5 pm - Mission Committee
 5:15 pm - CE & Membership Committee
Wednesday, October 12
 NO HANDBELLS
 NO CHOIR
 NO YOUTH
 6 pm - Fish Fry
Thursday, October 13
 7 am - Men’s Bible Study
 10 am - Women’s Study
 5:30 pm - Worship Committee
Saturday, October 15
 10 am - Presbytery Meeting in Hope, AR
Sunday, October 16
 STEWARDSHIP KICKOFF
 9 am - Sunday School
 10 am - Worship
Monday, October 17
 5:30 pm - Finance Committee
Wednesday, October 19
 5:15 pm - Handbells
 6 pm - WEAVE Dinner & Adult Choir
 6 pm - WNY
 6:30 pm - Children’s Activities
Tuesday, October 25
 5:30 pm - Session
Wedndesday, October 26
 5:15 pm - Choir
 6 pm - Fall Festival
Sunday, October 30 
 HELP FUND SUNDAY
 9 am - Sunday School
 10 am - Worship

*Please note that this calendar only includes special events 
and not your weekly acitivities.  You can check the website or 
call the church office for more details.

UPCOMING SUNDAY 
LEADERS
Ocotober 9 - Garland Willis
Octoboer 16 - Ricky Green
October 23 - Garland Willis
October 30 - Phil Pinckard
November 6 - Garland Willis
November 13 - Mike Dumas

Mark Your Calendar
PRESBYTERY 
OF THE PINES 

MEETING

Saturday, October 15th
10 am at FPC Hope, AR

Thanksgiving Potluck

WEDNESDAY
November 16th 

@ 6 pm

Hymn of the Month
“O God Beyond All Praising”

This hymn was written in 1982 by 
Michael Perry, one of England’s most 

promising hymn writers.  Perry 
composed the text, he said, “in 

response to a call for alternative words 
that would be more appropriate for 

Christian Worship.”



Thank You 
from Live Oak Elementary in Watson, LA

Jacob (grandson of Linda & Phil Kalcich) 
delivered the school supplies collected by the 

PW at FPC.  The teacher, Mrs. Michelle 
Wheeler, said these donations will help 

lighten the financial burden caused by the 
recent flooding in Lousiana. Thank you!!!

PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER TIME
The FPC Pray-ers are reaching out to ask all congregation members to pray at the same time (7:30 am) 
each day-for our members, our church, ourselves, and our families.  If you have a prayer request and 

would like to be placed on our list, please contact the church office.

At age sixty, Frances Landers took her first mission trip . . . to Haiti. The 
children entranced her. But could she even dream of making a difference? 
Partnering with a tall, visionary Haitian priest, and stepping out in faith, 
she accomplished far more than she could possibly have dreamed.

In 1981, Frances raised money for a small school in Haiti. Thirty-five 
years later, her Haiti Education Foundation educates thousands of 
children in dozens of schools in remote mountain villages. Environments 
of energy and expectation have replaced illiteracy and lethargy. Frances’s 
HEF has changed tens of thousands of lives in Haiti. And across the 
United States, too, as people experience the joy of helping others help 
themselves.

The story of Frances Maschal Landers is nothing short of a miracle. Yet 
even miracles are burdened with struggle . . . progress against setbacks, 
the love of the Lord against the darkness of voodoo, the construction of 
schools against the destruction of an earthquake.

Join Frances on her journey. You will emerge at the end, like she,         
personifying hope.

New Library Book
“Hope Personified:  Frances Maschal Landers” by Marsha Abbey Miller



2017 Stewardship Campaign
Kick-off Sunday is 

October 16th 
Be on the lookout for your 

Stewardship Packet and start 
praying for how YOU can be a 

good Steward to 
First Presbyterian Church!

Haiti Education Foundation

FPC’s Adopted School 

Bon Berger
Our goal for this year was

$21,296
This includes education cost and a 

feeding program.  

We have raised
$22,223!!!

Extra money will  go towards next year’s yearly commitment. 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING 
A DIFFERENCE!

OCTOBER

Editors note:  As most of you know by now that Haiti has been hit by Hurricane 
Matthew.  At the time of printing, we had no details.  Most of our schools are 
located on the south part of Haiti and according to the weather channel that’s the 
area that will have been hit the hardest.  Pray for our schools, our students, our 
teachers, our principals and all of their family members.  As Frances Landers once 
said, “The Haitians have to climb over many mountains yet to find another 
mountain but they always face it head on with the help of God.”  You can check 
the website for updates and how you can help.  -John Lowery



Saturday, October 1
Jade Hack

Sunday, October 2
David Fort, Jr

Tuesday, October 4
Pete Carroll, II

Thursday, October 6
Mac Shepperson

Sunday, October 9
Roger Landes

Monday, October 10
Chris Burch

Wednesday, October 12
Mike LaRue

Donald Putman
Thursday, October 13

Ben Robinson
Friday, October 14

Emory Jacobs Oberembt
Saturday, October 15

Bobby Lacy
Tuesday, October 18

Pam Callaway
Thursday, October 20

James Baine
W.L. Cook

Samuel Odom
Friday, October 21

Susan Landers
George Parker
Julie Trimble

Sunday, October 23
Kerlin Drake

Monday, October 24
Robbie Archer

Tuesday, October 25
Jan Henderson

Wednesday, October 26
Andy Rainey
Aileen Smith

Thursday, October 27
David Wigfield

Saturday, October 29
Kay Mahony

Sunday, October 30
Greg Smith

Saturday, October 17
Sarah & Eric Hatley

Saturday, October 24
Nancy Arn & Buddy Worrel

Steve Amspaugh & Jean Eckert
Friday, October 30

Harry & Tracy Lewis

Birthdays and Annversaries 
OCTOBER NOVEMBER

Tuesday, November 1
Steven Mason

Wednesday, November 2
Leslie Putman

Thursday, November 3
Dr. Pete Carroll

Friday, November 4
Barbara Lewis
Stephen Smith

Sunday, November 6
Sophie Louise Webb

Monday, November 7
Melinda Taylor

Tuesday, November 8
Suzanne Carroll

Amy Allen
Friday, November 11

Jane Shackleford
Monday, November 14

David Patterson
Thursday, November 17

Linda Franques
Saturday, November 19

Sarah Hatley
Sunday, November 20

Caroline Callaway
Tuesday, November 22

Curt Morrill
James Wylie

Saturday, November 26
Tela Webb

Wednesday, November 30 
Leslie Carroll

Friday, November 11
Janice & Mark Barton

Saturday, November 19
Gretchen & Keith McCurry

Tuesday, November 22
Suzanne & Pete Carroll

Wednesday, November 23
Elizabeth & Ben Robinson



SESSION NOTES from September Meeting...
- Elder Ragsdale presented the financial reports for September.  Elder Ragsdale also presented the Stewardship 
Calendar for this year and announced that John Lowery would be the Stewardship Chairman for the 2017 
Campaign.  
- Elder Murphy gave the Membership report.  Elder Murphy stated they were searching to purchase two picture 
frames for Pastors Loomis and Fleming to be placed along the wall of the Church Hall.
- Elder Ragsdale presented a request from the Mission Committee to designate the Thanksgiving Offering to go 
to benefit Evergreen Presbyterian Ministries/Life Services.  
- Elder Bennett gave the Nominating committee's recommendations for Church Officers for the Class of 2019 to 
be presented at a Congregational meeting on October 16, 2016.  Nominees are:  Nancy Worrel to the          
Nominating Committee, Trustee Barry Jeffery, Elders are Sam Allen, Bill Archer, Jim Bennett, and Barry 
Jeffrey.  Nominees for Deacon are Alice Luther, Shirley Parr, Sharon Patterson, and Julie Trimble.  Youth Elder 
is Mary Webb.  They approved the slate of officers and the Congregational meeting was set for October 16th.
- Elder Landes reported the minutes for Youth Committee.  The Committee announced the Fall Festival and 
Chili Dinner would be Wednesday, October 26, 2016 and asked for Session approval for funds to be spent for 
scholarships from account number 430 for Montreayt 2016; the Fall Festival and fundraiser for local non-profit; 
and Montreat and Mo-Ranch for summer Youth Camps.    

Church Attendance:  Members on the Church Roll:  252
Aug. 28 - 93
Sept. 4 -101
Sept. 11 - 81
Sept. 18 - 89
Sept. 25 - 80

It was discussed and decided to change the November First Sunday Fellowship from November 6th to           
November 20th so we can have a reception to welcome our new pastor.  The reception will be handled jointly 
by the Finance and Mission Committees.

Next Session Meeting will be Tuesday, October 25th at 5:30 pm.

Thank you from Ms. Jill
You were there when it mattered most with your help and support...you 
reached out and gave of your generous heart...and you made more of a      

difference than you probably even realize.

Sometimes I think when your burden is too much for you to bear God sends 
you special Angels.  You, my church family, were those special Angels.  I 
love you and will be forever grateful to you for all the love and support that 
was given to me during the saddest time in my life.  

-God bless you, Jill Thigpen



First Presbyterian Church
300 East Main
El Dorado, AR 71730

Phone:  870-863-7144
Website: www.fpceldorado.org
Editor’s Email:  johnwlowery@fpceldorado.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CONNECT WITH FPC
FACEBOOK

Check out our webpage for 
updated information at
www.fpceldorado.org

Instagram
Go “Like” our Facebook 

page for updated           
information. 

https://www.facebook.com/fp-
celdoradoarkansas/

Are you on Instagram?   
If so follow us at
fpceldoradoar for 
pictures of what’s       

happening at FPC.
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